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 The Fraser River Panel met August 22 to review reports by Pacific Salmon Commission staff on the 
status of Fraser River sockeye and pink salmon. Fraser sockeye presently migrating through Johnstone 
Strait and Juan de Fuca Strait are comprised of approximately 50% Summer-run sockeye, 5% to 15% 
Birkenhead sockeye, and 25% to 40% Late-run sockeye. Summer-run sockeye (Chilko, Quesnel, Late 
Stuart, Stellako stocks) have contributed over 60% of the catch of Fraser River sockeye thus far this 
season. The estimated catch of Fraser sockeye by Canadian commercial fishers has reached 1,038,000 
fish, and United States commercial fishers have harvested 244,000 sockeye. Commercial catches of Late-
run sockeye (excluding Birkenhead) in Canada and the United States now total 160,000, and 32,000 fish, 
respectively. 
 
 Analyses of the age composition of Early Summer-run and Summer-run sockeye indicate that four-
year old sockeye have comprised a substantially lower proportion of the returning sockeye than was 
forecasted. The proportion of five-year old fish has exceeded the pre-season expectation. The lower 
contribution of four-year old fish this season may be related to the adverse impacts caused by the high 
river-discharge conditions that Early Summer-run and some Summer-run sockeye encountered en route to 
their spawning grounds in their brood year (1999). 
 
 At the Panel meeting on August 19, the run-size estimate for Early Summer-run sockeye was 
increased from 550,000 to 585,000 fish, which is substantially higher than the 50% probability level 
forecast of their abundance (412,000 fish). The estimated 50% migration timing of Early Summer-run 
sockeye through Area 20 was July 31, which is about eight days later than average. The escapement of 
Early Summer-run sockeye past Mission is nearing completion and is currently estimated to be 382,000 
fish, which is 83% of the gross escapement goal. 
   
 The Panel approved an in-season run-size estimate for Summer-run sockeye of 3,300,000 fish 
(slightly lower than the 50% probability level forecast) on August 19. Current analyses indicate that 
August 8 was the 50% arrival date of these sockeye in Area 20, which is one day later than average 
timing. DNA analyses of sockeye sampled in the marine assessment areas continue to indicate that Chilko 
sockeye comprise approximately half of the total production of Summer-run sockeye this season, which is 
higher than was projected in the pre-season forecasts. The current estimate of the gross escapement of 
Summer-run sockeye has reached 1,348,000 fish, which is 86% of the gross escapement goal for these 
sockeye.  
 
 At the meeting today, the Panel approved the 50% probability level forecast for Late-run sockeye 
(1,319,000 fish, excluding Birkenhead sockeye) as an in-season provisional run size estimate. The 50% 
migration timing of Late-run sockeye through Area 20 is currently uncertain, however assessments are 
projecting a date of approximately August 17.  It is estimated that less than 15% of Late-run sockeye are 
delaying in the lower Strait of Georgia. The present estimate of the 50% migration date of Late-run 
sockeye past Mission is August 27, which is several weeks earlier than normal. As a result of this 
extremely early river-entry timing it is estimated that over 80% of Late-run sockeye migrating into the 
Fraser River are projected to die prior to successfully spawning. The gross escapement of Late-run 
sockeye (excluding Birkenhead) past Mission now totals 253,000 fish. 
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 Very large catches of pink salmon have occurred in the Johnstone Strait and Juan de Fuca Strait purse 
seine test fisheries over the past week. A high proportion of the pink salmon migrating through these 
approach areas are en route to the Fraser River watershed, which typically produces over 70% of the pink 
salmon caught in Panel Area fisheries in odd years. DFO recently provided a forecast of the 50% arrival 
timing of Fraser River pink salmon in Area 20 of August 31. A preliminary assessment of the run size of 
Fraser River pink salmon will likely be provided next week. The estimated total catch of Fraser River 
pink salmon in Canadian commercial fisheries to date is 216,000 fish, while in United States Panel Area 
waters, 176,000 Fraser pinks have been harvested. Only a small portion of the total allowable catch of 
Fraser pinks will be harvested this season because of protective harvest limits on Late-run Fraser sockeye 
(that co-migrate with Fraser pinks and are of high conservation concern). Observations at Hell’s Gate 
confirm the continued very early river migration of large numbers of Fraser River pink salmon. The 
estimated gross escapement of pink salmon past Mission thus far is 251,000 fish. 
 
 Environmental conditions for the migration of Fraser sockeye and pink salmon have been poor for 
several weeks. The water temperature of the Fraser River (measured at Qualark Creek) is currently 19 0C  
and has been approximately 19 0C or higher for more than a month. This will likely have a negative 
impact on the in-river migration success of Fraser sockeye from all four of the run-timing groups. The 
discharge of the Fraser River (measured at Hope) is presently 3,000 cms, which is approximately 10% 
lower than average for this date. The weather is forecast to remain warm with little precipitation in the 
Fraser River watershed over the next week. 
 
 DFO’s spawning ground enumeration programs for Early Stuart sockeye have not detected sockeye 
migrating past the enumeration fences on several of the creeks for the past few days and field crews are 
reporting that peak, post-spawning mortality is occurring. Escapement assessment programs on several 
Early Summer-run sockeye systems are currently underway, including: Gates Creek, Scotch Creek, 
Chilliwack Lake, Pitt River, Nadina River Spawning Channel, and roving surveys of the North and South 
Thompson River watersheds. Enumeration of escapements in the Chilko River and Cultus Lake are also 
being conducted. To date, 50 Cultus Lake sockeye have been enumerated migrating through the Sweltzer 
Creek fence.  
 
The Panel announced the following regulations for Panel Area waters: 
 
CANADIAN PANEL AREA WATERS: 
 
 Remain closed to fishing. 
 
UNITED STATES PANEL AREA WATERS: 

 

TREATY INDIAN FISHERY 

  
  Remains closed to fishing. 
 
NON INDIAN FISHERY 
 

Areas 7, 7A: Reef nets open 5:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Saturday, August 23 to Wednesday, August 
27 (only pink salmon may be retained). 
  
 

Note: Fishers catching a radio-tagged sockeye (which will have a thin wire antenna protruding 
from the mouth and an external, blue Floy tag attached to the antenna) are requested to please contact the 
following phone number, which is toll free in Canada and the U.S. 1-877-666-7575. 
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The Pacific Salmon Commission (PSC) reports daily test fishing catches of sockeye salmon on its 
recorded message at (604) 666-8200 and on the Internet at: http://www.psc.org/TestFish/. The PSC has 
updated information on Late-run Fraser River sockeye migration behavior, en route mortality, and 
research results and plans on the Internet at: http://www.psc.org/Pubs/LateRun/Index.htm/. In addition, Fraser 
River Panel news releases, fishery regulations, sockeye and pink escapement data and stock status reports 
are available on the Internet at: www.psc.org. United States fishing schedules during the season are 
available for Treaty Indian fisheries through the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission at 1-800-562-
6142.  Non-Indian fishing schedules are available through the National Marine Fisheries Service’s 
Hotline in Seattle at 1-888-858-9319. Canadian commercial fishing regulations will be announced on the 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada recorded message at (604) 666-2828 and via fishery notices.   

 
The Panel will meet again August 26 to evaluate the status of the Fraser River sockeye and pink 

salmon runs and to consider regulatory actions. 
 

 

http://www.psc.org/TestFish/
http://www.psc.org/Pubs/LateRun/Index.htm
http://www.psc.org/
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2003 Fraser River Panel Sockeye Review

Date:  August 22, 2003
Weekly  Fraser Sockeye

Area Gear Catch  %Fraser Weekly  Cumul.  

Commercial Catch

A & C Areas 1-10 Net   0
F Areas 1-10 Troll   0
G Areas 123-127,11-12 Troll   0
B Areas 11-16 PS   473,000
D Areas 11-16 GN   167,000
H Areas 12-16 Troll   127,000
H Areas 18-29 Troll   0
B Area 20 PS   6,000
E Area 29 GN   259,000

  6,000
Canadian Total  1,038,000

Net&Troll   0

T.I. Areas 4B/5/6C Net   35,000
T.I. Areas 6/7/7A Net   125,000
N.I. Areas 7/7A Net   84,000

Washington Total 244,000
U.S. Total 244,000

Non-commercial Catch
37,000
62,000

338,000
197,000

38,000
100
200

Non-comm. Total 672,300
Catch and Escapement

1,954,300
1,788,000
3,742,300

Gross Escapement  (includes Pitt R. sockeye)
Adjusted Mission FN Below Total %

Stock/Group Target * Esc. Mission Esc. Complete
Early Stuart 29,000 29,000 0 29,000 100%             
Early Summer 452,000 369,000 13,000 382,000 85%               
Quesnel/Chilko 1,670,000 1,069,000 79,000 1,439,000 86%               
L.Stu./Stel.  279,000 12,000  
Birkenhead 1,370,000 40,000 3,000 314,000 23%               
Adams/L.Shuswap  150,000 12,000  
Weav/L.Misc.  103,000 6,000  

Recreational

Washington

Fraser River Aboriginal
Other Test
PSC Test

Areas 12-124 Aboriginal

Aug. 17 - Aug. 23, 2003

United States
Alaska

Week of:

Canada

Canadian Selective

Run

Charter

Late

EStu
ESum
Summ

Total Accounted-to-date
Potential Net Escapement (Mission esc. less Aboriginal & sport catch above Mission)

U.S. TI Ceremonial

Catch Accounted-to-date

 

 

    


	NON INDIAN FISHERY

