
 

 

 

 

 

 

No. 2 NEWS RELEASE July 16, 2004 

 
 The Fraser River Panel met today to review assessment data on Fraser River sockeye salmon. The 
abundance of Fraser sockeye migrating through the marine approach areas increased over the past week. 
Most of the Fraser sockeye currently migrating through marine areas and in the Fraser River are Early 
Summer-run and Early Stuart sockeye. The average weight of Fraser sockeye observed to-date has been 
slightly lower than average. 
 
 DNA analysis of a sockeye sample collected from Area 20 on July 12 indicated that 
approximately 25% were Early Stuart sockeye. As a result of their sustained migration, the Panel 
approved an in-season run size estimate of 190,000 Early Stuart sockeye (above the provisional run size 
estimate of 137,000 fish that was approved last week, but lower than the 50% probability level forecast of 
216,000 fish). The 50% arrival timing of Early Stuart sockeye in Area 20 was estimated to be July 5, 
which is two days later than the long-term average for these sockeye. The escapement of Early Stuart 
sockeye past Mission is estimated at 133,000 fish as of July 15.  

 
The early-timed component of the Early Summer-run sockeye run (Chilliwack, Fennell, Bowron, 

Raft, Gates, Nadina, Pitt, and several smaller stocks) currently comprises approximately 50% of the 
sockeye migrating through Juan de Fuca Strait. The 50% arrival timing of these fish in Area 20 is 
normally about July 21. Although preliminary, current assessments suggest that they are tracking above 
the 50% p level forecast or earlier than average. A clearer indication of their abundance and timing will 
not be possible until next week when a greater proportion of the run has been assessed. The escapement 
of Early Summer-run sockeye past Mission is presently estimated at 90,000 fish as of July 15.  

 
As anticipated, the contribution of Summer-run sockeye (Chilko, Quesnel, Stellako, and Late 

Stuart) in the marine approach areas is presently low. DFO’s forecast of the 50% arrival timing of Chilko 
sockeye in Area 20 is August 6, which is two days later than normal. An in-season assessment of 
Summer-run sockeye timing and abundance will likely not be available until early August. The 
escapement of Summer-run sockeye past Mission to July 15 is presently estimated at 14,000 fish.  
 
 The discharge level in the Fraser River (at Hope) is currently 3,550 cms, which is 37% lower than 
normal. Due to these low discharge levels, it is expected that water temperatures in the Fraser River will 
be higher than normal this summer. Fraser River water temperature (at Qualark Creek) is presently 18.2 
0C.  Although present conditions in the Fraser River mainstem are generally satisfactory for sockeye 
migration, Fraser River water temperature is forecast to increase over the next several days, which may 
cause physiological stress in migrating sockeye. Early Stuart sockeye will be migrating up the Nechako 
River over the next several weeks and if the present high water temperatures (19 0C to 20 0C) persist, 
some en route mortality of these fish is anticipated. 
 

The Pacific Salmon Commission (PSC) reports daily test fishing catches of sockeye salmon on its 
recorded message at (604) 666-8200 and on the Internet at: http://www.psc.org/TestFish/. The PSC has 
provided information on Late-run Fraser River sockeye migration behavior, en route mortality, and 
research results and plans on the Internet at: http://www.psc.org/Pubs/LateRun/Index.htm/. In addition, Fraser 
River Panel news releases, fishery regulations, sockeye escapement data and stock status reports are 
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available on the Internet at: www.psc.org. United States fishing schedules during the season are available 
for Treaty Indian fisheries through the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission at 1-800-562-6142.  Non-
Indian fishing schedules are available through the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Hotline in Seattle 
at 1-888-858-9319. Canadian commercial fishing regulations will be announced on the Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada recorded message at (604) 666-2828, on the Internet at: http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/  
and via fishery notices.  Consult the appropriate regulatory agency regarding fisheries regulations in 
addition to those adopted by the Panel for the Fraser River Panel Management Area. 
 

The Panel announced the following regulations for Panel Area waters: 
 

CANADIAN FRASER RIVER PANEL AREA WATERS: 
 

 Remain closed to fishing. 
 
UNITED STATES FRASER RIVER PANEL AREA WATERS: 
 
TREATY INDIAN FISHERY: 
 
 Areas 4B, 5 and 6C: Open to drift gillnets 12:00 p.m. (noon), Sunday, July 18, 2004, to 12:00 p.m. 
(noon) Wednesday, July 21, 2004. 
 
 
NON INDIAN FISHERY: 
 
 Remain closed to fishing. 

 
The next in-season meeting of the Panel is scheduled to occur on July 20. Periodic news releases 

in this series will be provided by the Panel through the Commission to inform those interested in the 
progress of the Fraser River sockeye salmon runs. 
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