
Friday, July 27, 2007 

 

The Fraser River Panel met Friday, July 27 to receive an update on the status of the 

Fraser River sockeye runs and review the status of migration conditions in the Fraser River 

watershed. 

 

Test fishing catches in marine and Fraser River assessment areas have continued to 

indicate a very low migration of Fraser River sockeye salmon thus far this season. At the meeting 

today, the Panel approved an in-season run size estimate of 13,000 Early Stuart sockeye, which is 

less than one-third of the pre-season forecast of their abundance. The estimated 50% passage date 

of Early Stuart sockeye through Area 20 this season is July 1, which is consistent with the pre-

season forecast of their marine timing. The migration of Early Summer-run sockeye through 

marine and Fraser River assessment areas has been very low thus far and it is very unlikely that 

they will reach their forecast level of abundance (50% probability level forecast of 690,000 fish). 

A more accurate assessment of their run size will be available next week. It is early in the marine 

migration of Summer-run sockeye through assessment areas and estimates of their run size will 

not be available until after the first week in August. 

     

 Migration conditions for sockeye in the Fraser River are presently satisfactory. On July 

26, the Fraser River discharge at Hope was about 6,100 cms, while the water temperature at 

Qualark Creek was 16.7 0C, which is slightly lower than average for this date. The discharge of 

the Fraser River at Hope is forecast to continue to decline while water temperatures are forecast 

to increase to approximately 18.5 0C by mid next week. Fraser River water temperatures 

exceeding 18 0C may have an adverse impact on the upstream migration of sockeye salmon. 

 

  All commercial fisheries in Panel Area waters remain closed to fishing at the present 

time. 

 

The next in-season meeting of the Panel is scheduled to occur on July 31, 2007. 


