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No. 6 NEWS RELEASE August 17, 2007  

 

The Fraser River Panel met today to review reports from the Pacific Salmon Commission staff on 
the status of the Fraser River sockeye and pink salmon runs. The total return of Fraser River sockeye this 
season is presently tracking an abundance level approximately 25% of that expected during pre-season 
fishery planning. Current assessment data indicates that the trend of very low Fraser River sockeye 
returns is occurring across all four of the Fraser sockeye runs (Early Stuart, Early Summer-run, Summer-
run, and Late-run). Poor marine survival conditions in 2005 during the juvenile life-stage of four-year old 
adult Fraser sockeye returning this season may have been a significant factor in their very low run sizes. 
Although Fraser sockeye runs are weak this season relative to pre-season expectations, Fraser River 
discharge levels and water temperatures have been generally favorable for Fraser sockeye migrating to 
their spawning grounds. 
 
 Purse seine test fishing catches of sockeye in Johnstone Strait have been steady over the past 
week and the diversion rate of Fraser River sockeye through Johnstone Strait is currently estimated to be 
between 60% and 65%. Recent DNA analyses of sockeye sampled in marine area test fisheries have 
indicated average contributions of approximately 10% Early Summer-run, 45% Summer-run, 10% 
Birkenhead and 35% true Late-run sockeye. The escapement of Fraser sockeye past Mission and 
observations of sockeye migrating past Hells Gate have generally been steady over the past week. 

  
 At the meeting on August 13, the Panel reduced the run size estimate for Early Summer-run 
sockeye from 150,000 fish to 120,000 fish, which is less than a fifth of the 50% probability level forecast 
of 690,000 fish. DNA analyses conducted over the past few days indicate that the marine migration of 
Early Summer-run sockeye is extending over a longer period than was projected last week. At the 
meeting today the run size estimate of Early Summer-run sockeye was increased back to 150,000 fish. 
The estimated escapement of Early Summer-run sockeye past Mission through August 16 is 102,000 fish.  
 

The Panel reduced the run size estimate of Summer-run sockeye from 1,261,000 fish to 750,000 
fish (less than a quarter of the 50% probability level forecast of 3,369,000 fish) at the meeting on August 
13. Chilko sockeye were forecast to contribute approximately 50% of the total Summer-run sockeye this 
season but currently comprise approximately 62% of the Summer-run sockeye return, with very weak 
returns being estimated to Quesnel, Late Stuart and Stellako stocks. At the meeting today, the run size 
estimate of Summer-run sockeye was unchanged. The estimated escapement of Summer-run sockeye past 
Mission through August 16 is 437,000 fish. 
 
 Similar to the weak returns observed for the Early Stuart, Early Summer-run and Summer-run 
sockeye runs this season, assessments of Late-run sockeye have also been tracking abundance levels far 
below pre-season expectations. Current assessments indicate that Late-run sockeye are migrating directly 
into the Fraser River without delaying in the Strait of Georgia. At the meeting on August 13 the Panel 
adopted the 90% probability level forecast run sizes for true Late-run sockeye (excludes Birkenhead 
sockeye) of 504,000 fish and Birkenhead sockeye of 227,000 fish. At the meeting today, after reviewing 



 

new assessment information on Late-run sockeye the Panel increased the run size estimate for true Late-
run sockeye to 600,000 fish (400,000 Late Shuswap/Weaver/Cultus sockeye and 200,000 Harrison 
sockeye). The run size estimate for Birkenhead sockeye was unchanged at the meeting today. Within the 
true Late-run group of Fraser sockeye, only Harrison sockeye have been returning at estimated levels that 
exceed pre-season expectations. The estimated escapement of true Late-run sockeye and Birkenhead 
sockeye past Mission through August 16 is 191,000 fish and 33,000 fish, respectively. 
 

Adult Fraser River pink salmon returning in 2007 entered the ocean as juveniles in the spring of 
2006 unlike four-year-old adult Fraser sockeye returning this season that entered the ocean as juveniles in 
2005 and have experienced poor marine survival rates. Oceanographic studies indicate a general trend 
towards cooling marine temperatures by the summer of 2006 and food sources for juvenile salmon began 
to improve by late 2006. It is possible that adult Fraser River pink salmon returning this season may have 
experienced higher marine survival rates than adult Fraser sockeye. Test fishing catches of pink salmon 
by purse seines in Johnstone Strait have been generally building over the past week, while in Juan de 
Fuca Strait catches of pinks have been low. The diversion rate of pink salmon through Johnstone Strait is 
presently estimated to be 85%. Recent DNA analyses of pink salmon sampled from marine approach 
areas have indicated average contributions of approximately 60% Fraser, 15% Washington, and 25% 
Canada South Coast (non-Fraser) stocks. Assessments of the abundance of Fraser River pink salmon will 
be made near the expected peak migration of these fish through the marine approach areas, which usually 
occurs in late August. Fisheries directed at Fraser River pink salmon would take into account 
conservation concerns for other species and stocks. 
 
 On August 16, the Fraser River discharge at Hope was about 3,300 cms, which is close to average 
for this date and the water temperature at Qualark Creek was 17.4 0C, which is also close to average.  
Fraser River water temperatures are forecast to decrease to approximately 17.2 0C over the next week. At 
the meeting on August 13, after reviewing environmental and stock assessment information, the Panel 
approved a decrease in the management adjustment factor for Early Summer-run sockeye (excluding Pitt 
sockeye) from the pre-season estimate of 0.36 to 0.24. Management adjustments are employed to help 
achieve spawning escapement targets for Fraser River sockeye. 
 
 In the Early Stuart system, 160 sockeye have been counted past the Gluske Creek enumeration 
fence through August 15 and they are reported to be in good condition. Daily counts of Chilko sockeye at 
Henry’s Bridge began on August 7 and the first fish were observed on August 15. Observers at the 
enumeration fence on Scotch Creek have counted 301 sockeye past the fence through August 16, and 
seven sockeye have migrated into the Gates Creek Channel through August 15. The first Cultus Lake 
sockeye passed the Sweltzer Creek enumeration fence on August 10 and the total migration past the fence 
through August 15 is 13 fish. 
  
  The PSC reports daily test fishing catches of sockeye salmon on its recorded message at (604) 
666-8200 and on the internet at: http://www.psc.org/info_testfishing_collections_2007.htm. In addition, 
Fraser River Panel news releases, fishery regulations, sockeye and pink salmon escapement data, and 
sockeye and pink salmon stock status reports will be available on this website. 

 
  United States fishing schedules during the season will be available for Treaty Indian fisheries 
through the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission at 1-800-562-6142.  Non-Indian fishing schedules 
will be available through the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Hotline in Seattle at 1-888-858-9319.  
Canadian commercial fishing regulations will be announced on the Fisheries and Oceans Canada recorded 
message at 604-666-2828 (from the lower B.C. mainland), and toll free from outside the lower B.C. 
mainland at 1-866-431-3474, and via fishery notices. Consult the appropriate regulatory agency regarding 
fisheries regulations pertaining to species other than sockeye and pink salmon in the Fraser River Panel 
Management Area. 
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http://www.psc.org/info_testfishing_collections_2007.htm


 

All commercial fisheries in Panel Area waters remain closed to fishing. 
 

  The next in-season meeting of the Panel is scheduled to occur on August 21. Periodic news 
releases in this series will be provided by the Panel through the Commission to inform those interested in 
the progress of the Fraser River sockeye and pink salmon runs. 
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