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NEWSLETTER

This spring, communities throughout the region are again preparing for the excitement and 
opportunities of annual salmon runs in their watersheds. I and the rest of the Secretariat 
send our very best to those who remain shoulder-to-shoulder with us in the fight to 

conserve struggling stocks while enjoying the bounty of the healthy runs that provide so much 
to so many. 

Since our December newsletter, the Commission held its post-
season and annual meetings. The 41st annual meeting in 
Vancouver was especially memorable for a few reasons. First, 
Commissioners and staff were honored as invitees to a 
commemoration of indigenous unity in the history (and future) of 
the Treaty. This was hosted by the many Tribes and First Nations 
integral to the PSC, and helped cement our role as the central 
platform for regional salmon management and conservation.   
Second, the two countries celebrated four decades of 
collaboration under the Pacific Salmon Treaty. Speakers from all 
corners of the PSC community relayed their history and 
impressions of the commission’s evolution since 1985. Coupled with an informal reception for 
invited guests and “alumni”, the presentations reinforced the founding principles and 
camaraderie that underpin the Commission’s success. You can see highlights of the 40th 
anniversary evening on our YouTube channel here. 

Of course, the winter meetings allowed the countries to take care of regular PSC business too.  
This included planning ahead for updates to Annex IV via 
extraordinary meetings in September and December 2026, the 
adoption of a budget for the Secretariat in 2026/27, and 
incorporating the delegate Code of Conduct and Technical 
Dispute Settlement Process in the PSC bylaws. The annual Larry 
Rutter Award was presented to Dr. Laurie Weitkamp for her 
decades of service improving our understanding of North Pacific 
science, and the Committee on Scientific Cooperation (CSC) 
hosted a workshop on “Accounting for Changes in Salmon 
Dynamics” as part of its multi-year project to encourage dialog on 
climate change effects on salmon and fisheries management.  
National delegates can access all CSC workshop recordings and 
materials at the PSC Summit site here. 

Please read on for more updates from the PSC Community. I look 
forward to seeing and working with you further in 2026!

- John Field, Executive Secretary
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In March, the Northern and Southern Fund Committees awarded $9.9M USD to 85 projects 
for 2026. 

Northern Fund: $5.28M USD to 38 projects 

Southern Fund: $4.62M USD to 47 projects 

All projects selected support the respective Fund objectives and the Treaty. 

Highlights include:  

• Installation and operation of a solar powered and remotely monitored autonomous 
enumeration system on the Zymoetz River in Northern British Columbia. 

• Chinook and sockeye salmon stock assessment on the Alsek River in Alaska. 

• Piloting a camera-based recreational monitoring program to continuously estimate 
fishing effort in Port Hardy, British Columbia. 

• Restoration of 1.25 miles of instream and side channel habitat in the South Fork 
Nooksack River in Washington to restore early Chinook spawning, rearing, and holding 
habitat. 

The full list of projects selected for funding in 2026 can be found here. Since 2004, the Funds 
have granted over $155M USD to more than 1,880 projects. 

This spring, PSC grant programs 
opened their call for proposals for 

projects beginning in 2027. 

Programs include:  

• Northern and Southern Funds  

• Yukon River Panel Restoration and 
Enhancement Fund  

Details on application processes and 
deadlines can be found here.

PSC Grant Program Updates

2027 Grant Program Call for Proposals

2026 Northern and Southern Fund Project Selections
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https://www.psc.org/news-announcements/9-9m-in-funding-awarded-by-the-northern-and-southern-funds/
https://www.psc.org/about-us/funding-opportunities/
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Funded initially in 2022 ($59,900 CAD) and 
2023 ($203,000 USD and $40,000 CAD) 

through the PSC’s Northern Fund as a feasibility 
study and for equipment procurement, the 
Meziadin Lake Sockeye Smolt Assessment 
Program, led by the Gitanyow Fisheries 
Authority (GFA) in partnership with the Skeena 
Fisheries Commission, was developed to 
improve understanding of freshwater sockeye 
production in one of northern British 
Columbia’s most important sockeye-producing 
systems. Meziadin Lake produces 
approximately 75% of Nass River sockeye and 
supports significant commercial fisheries in 
both Canada and Southeast Alaska, as well as 

important First Nations food, social, ceremonial, 
economic, and Treaty fisheries. The project uses 
stationary up-looking hydroacoustic technology, 
combined with inclined plane traps to estimate 
annual sockeye smolt abundance and collect data 
on smolt age, condition, and stock origin. Operating 
in a remote, jetboat-access-only location, the 
project relies on an autonomous solar and battery 
powered field station with satellite communications. 

The data is compared with adult escapement 
information to improve understanding of stock 
recruitment relationships, freshwater survival, and 

factors affecting productivity.Results confirm the 
approach 

is effective for estimating annual smolt production, 
with total smolt abundance estimated at 
approximately 3.1 million in 2024 and 6.3 million in 
2025. Additional funding was awarded again for 
2026 ($108,000 CAD) to continue operations and 
further strengthen long-term life-cycle monitoring, 
fisheries assessment, habitat restoration planning, 
and conservation of Nass sockeye stocks. 

Click through for the project reports from: 2022
and 2023.

Project Highlight: Meziadin Lake Sockeye Smolt Assessment Program
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Up close look at Meziadin sockeye smolt. Photo 
credit: GFA

GFA staff on the incline plain trap. Photo credit: GFA.

Aerial view of the three incline plain traps on the 
Meziadin River in 2024. Photo credit: GFA

https://www.gitanyowchiefs.ca/programs/fisheries/
https://www.gitanyowchiefs.ca/programs/fisheries/
https://skeenafisheries.ca/
https://skeenafisheries.ca/
https://airtable.com/appqWWO807ad8GDx3/shr3JcLWpLgWiKrBy/tbl4dkIEzJ4KyPDbj/viwPWACU4eQ61vkWt/recMuPyoccRRhPaAj/fldv2ZJfi7wPxKodl/atto9fh2TaTKIv4wL?viewControls=on
https://airtable.com/appqWWO807ad8GDx3/shr3JcLWpLgWiKrBy/tbl4dkIEzJ4KyPDbj/viwPWACU4eQ61vkWt/rec02kTLoy3ZxGHbz/fldv2ZJfi7wPxKodl/attrGGwUrvPCGISvW?viewControls=on
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Funded by the PSC’s Southern Fund in 2024 
($100,000 CAD), and operational in 2025 at two 

Fraser River test fisheries, this project led by 
GenusWave Ltd, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and the 
PSC Secretariat aimed to test new Targeted Acoustic 
Startle Technology (TAST) at the Albion and Whonnock 

in-river test fisheries to 
reduce the impact of 
seal depredation on 
critical test fishery data.

Reducing seal 
depredation in the test 
fisheries can help 
improve data quality for 
in-season estimates of 
abundance, having a 
benefit to fisheries in 
Canada and the U.S. that 
are managed by the 
Fraser River Panel. 
Analysis of data 
collected during this 
project is currently 
underway. Initial                                                                                          
exploratory review of 

the data suggests a potential reduction in seal 
presence and depredation when the devices are active. 
Full results from this project will be available within the 
report later this summer.

The project was also awarded the Innovation Award by 
the WA-BC Chapter of the American Fisheries Society, 
as well as the Conservation Award by the Western 
Division of the American Fisheries Society.

The final project report is expected to be published 
this summer (2026).

AFS Award

Project Highlight: Targeted Acoustic Startle Technology (TAST) 
to Reduce Seal Predation
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Devices in operation. Photo credit: PSC 
Secretariat

TAST Device. Photo credit: PSC 
Secretariat



For several years, spawning Chinook 
salmon in the Chehalis Basin in 

Washington State have been classified 
and reported as Spring or Fall run types 
based on redd timing, body condition, and 
skin coloration. Historically, the Spring 
spawners have been genetically separated 
from Fall spawners by freshwater 
migration during receding spring flows 
and holding for several months in deep 
cool pools while gametes mature.   

Over time, escapements of Spring 
Chinook have declined more markedly 
than Fall Chinook. Environmental 
conditions in the basin that kept Spring 
and Fall Chinook genetically separated 
have changed, notably: warmer water 
temperatures, altered flow patterns, land 
use practices, hatchery influences, non-
native fish predation, and dams.   

In 2019, genetic researchers found that 
early run timing of Spring Chinook was 
associated with complex (GREB1L, 
ROCK1).  From that gene complex, two 
single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNP) 
loci were identified to be diagnostic of 
Chinook salmon run timing in the Chehalis 
River and elsewhere.   

The Quinault Indian Nation and 
Washington Department of Fish and 

Wildlife have been conducting a multi-
year investigation of Chinook emergent 
fry (<45 mm fork length) genotypes 
involving inclined plane traps and weekly 
collection of up to 50 tissue samples.  
Study results indicate that the proportion 
of Spring genotype fry is much lower than 
indicated by spawning survey data, and 
fry production is dominated by Hybrid 
Spring-Fall and Fall type genotypes. Little 
information on ocean distribution and 
exploitation patterns of Chehalis Spring 
and Hybrid Chinook is currently available.   
Study results indicate that Chinook 
salmon are responding to changes in 
environmental conditions and that 
previously reported spawning 
escapements and stock assessment 
methods need to be revisited to 
accurately reflect genetic composition, a 
daunting challenge given the complexity 
of net exchange between Spring, Hybrid, 
and Fall run types. 

Article continues on next page...
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Biological Response to Environmental Change: 
Chinook salmon in the Chehalis Basin

Article written by Gary Morishima
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Skookumchuk Fry Trap

Chinook fry
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Figure 1: Location of fry traps, sonar, and stream flow gages in the Skookumchuck and 
Newaukum rivers within the Cascade Mountains Ecological Region of the Chehalis River 

Figure 2: Weekly abundance and genotype assignments of Chinook fry migrating past the 
Skookumchuck River fry traps, 2025. 
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