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PROJECT OBJECTIVES

• Convey Tribal and First Nations perspectives regarding the sociocultural 
significance of Pacific salmon

• Provide the PSC with a foundation to understand relationships between 
Pacific salmon and Indigenous societies

• Raise awareness among Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities 
about the significance of Pacific salmon harvests and Pacific salmon 
conservation

• Provide information to support future funding and decision-making through 
the Pacific Salmon Treaty

https://www.eartheconomics.org/psc

http://Sehttps:/www.eartheconomics.org/psc


PROJECT SUMMARY 2019-2021

• 137 individuals contacted from 60 Tribes and First Nations

• 35 participants interviewed, 66 invited to participate

• 6 meetings with relevant experts

• 82 survey responses

• Feedback sessions, workshops, and focus groups at PSC meetings

• 20 meetings and webinars attended



RESPONSES GATHERED



VALUES
FRAMEWORK

Adapted from the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community and 
Quinault Indian Nation (see Biedenweg et al. 2014 and Donatuto 
et al. 2014)

“We don't want to put a dollar value on 
fish. It means more to us than that. One 
of the sayings that First Nations have—
both in Canada and in the United States—
is that when the last tree is gone, when 
the last fish is gone, only then will people 
find out that you can't eat money. That's 
something that we have in common with 
the folks that we work with in the United 
States is that we have the same kind of 
belief system because we are family. 
Because before Canada and the United 
States existed, we existed, and we had 
those feelings about fish.”



SOCIOCULTURAL VALUES IN CONTEXT



ANALYSIS PROCESS



• Number of times codes 
occurred during analysis.

• Top Occurrences:
• Salmon populations
• Food
• Ecology and habitat
• Gatherings
• Spiritual and Belief

HISTOGRAM



• Most common two-to-five-
word phrases

• "Everything is Connected"

PHRASES



• Codes that tended
to occur together

“I don't know how to describe this one 
best, other than to say that we are in a 
major salmon crisis right now… We are losing 
our cultural identity to the salmon and who 
we are as people of the river. And so, each 
year that passes by, each day that passes by, 
each minute that passes by and 
we don't have an opportunity to conduct and 
practice the fishery, we are losing our cultural 
identity and eventually will, the way things 
are going on. And existing, subsisting, and the 
things that go along with that are incredibly 
important, so I would say we find ourselves in 
a salmon crisis this year and have been for 
decades now.”

RELATIONSHIPS



• Happiness, pride, respect, 
appreciation, awe, hope, 
and similarly uplifting 
feelings.

• Most frequent associations
• Going Fishing, 
• Food, 
• Cohesion, 
• Family, Gatherings and 

Ceremonies, Spiritual and 
Belief Systems.

SENTIMENT 
ANALYSIS



• Sadness, fear, anger, worry, 
frustration, and other 
unpleasant feelings.

• Most frequent associations
• Salmon Populations,
• Non-

Indigenous Governance, 
• Ecology and Habitat, 
• Food, 
• Climate Change,
• Access.

SENTIMENT 
ANALYSIS



• Wishes, needs, hopes, and 
dreams

• Most frequent associations
• Salmon Populations;
• Indigenous Laws, 

Government, and 
Institutions;

• Ecology and Habitat;
• Future Generations;
• Nonindigenous Governance
• Collaboration.

SENTIMENT 
ANALYSIS



PROJECT INSIGHTS

• Salmon is a social fabric for communities

• Healthy salmon support healthy communities

• Co-management can provide multiple benefits 

• Everything is connected: Pacific salmon are a cultural and ecological 
keystone species.

“I hear it from elders: the future of the salmon, you know, the 30 million we have seen 
come up the river, the year-around fishing of salmon that we used to have. That would 

be the ultimate future for the Tribes. But right now, I think it is to improve the 
watersheds. The Tribes are working hard to help these fish throughout Indian Country…. 

And the future of the Tribe, we just, you know, we want our First Foods to never go 
away, to break that circle... I just hope that the Tribes’ futures are generations and 

generations to come.”



PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS

• Restore salmon runs.

• Include and support Indigenous needs, sociocultural values, knowledge 
and management systems. 

• Co-manage with Indigenous communities.

• Recognize and respect Tribal and First Nation sovereignty.

“Our principles and proposed solutions have followed the same principles of 
stewardship we have always followed and have placed our spiritual connection with 
Mother Earth at the top of our priority list, where it belongs. This is where the priority 
belongs for everyone, Indian or not, because we are all born with the responsibility to 
take care of our planet and the life that exists here. We are all dependent on the health 
of our ecosystem, whoever we are and whatever we do.” --- Billy Frank, Jr.
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QUESTIONS & COMMENTS?

Maya - mkocian@eartheconomics.org

Olivia - omolden@eartheconomics.org

eartheconomics.org/psc
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