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The Fraser River Panel (Panel) met today to review assessment data on Fraser River sockeye salmon. The migration of
sockeye through both marine areas is virtually complete. Gulf troll surveys indicate there is still a proportion of Late run
holding in the Georgia Strait. Escapement past Mission has increased over the last week indicating that the Late-run has
started migrating into the river.
Run Status
DNA analysis of a fish sample recently collected from the Whonnock gillnet test fishery indicated Fraser sockeye
contributions of approximately 0% Summer-run and 100% Late-run sockeye. The current adopted run-size estimate for
Fraser River sockeye this season is 12,025,200. The annual diversion rate is 33% based on in-season test fishery catches
in Areas 12 and 20.
Management Groups
The Early Summer-run run-size estimate remained unchanged at the meeting today. The estimated escapement of Early
Summer-run sockeye past Mission through September 20 is 1,131,300 fish.
The Summer-run run size is nearing completion, and only small changes to the estimate are anticipated. At the meeting
on Wednesday, the Panel decreased the Summer-run run size to 4.1 million with a 50% marine timing of August 10 in
Area 20. The estimated escapement of Summer-run sockeye past Mission through September 20 is 2,060,700.
Late-run sockeye abundances have decreased in marine areas and some Late-run sockeye have migrated past Mission.
At the Panel meeting on Wednesday, the Panel agreed to provisionally manage the Late-run run size to 5.0 million for
planning purposes. The provisional projected upriver migration date was September 19 which resulted in a reduction to
the Late-run management adjustment from 0.25 to 0.09. At the Panel meeting on Friday, the provisional Late-run run
size was unchanged, but the provisional projected upriver migration date was revised to September 19-20 which resulted
in a change to Late-run management adjustment from 0.09 to 0.04. Management adjustments are additional fish added
to the escapement target for the purpose of increasing the likelihood of achieving the escapement target. Catches from
the most recent troll survey completed yesterday indicate a potential Late-run delay between 0.50 to 2.4 million in the
Strait of Georgia. The estimated escapement of Late-run sockeye past Mission through September 20 is 1,504,500.
Environmental Update
On September 20, the Fraser River water discharge at Hope was about 1 , 5 0 9 cms, which is approximately 2 4 %
lower than average for this date. The temperature of the Fraser River at Qualark on September 20 was 13.6oC,
which is 0.5 oC below average for this date. It is projected that river temperature will decrease to 13.5oC by September
26, while discharge is forecast to decrease slightly to about 1,494 cms over the next 10 days. Fraser River discharge levels
and water temperatures will be monitored closely to guide specific Panel management actions that may be required
during the in-river sockeye migratory period to help achieve escapement goals. To date fish condition throughout the
Fraser River has been good.
Escapement Update
For the Early Summer run, a fence at Scotch Creek has been operational since August 9, and 79,300 sockeye have passed
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through the fence to date and the Eagle River sonar site estimates 233,325 sockeye past the site through September
16. On the Seymour River, a mark recapture project commenced August 21 and 2,528 tags have been applied and
14,763 carcasses have been recovered to date. Sockeye are in peak die-off. Visual surveys started August 15 in the
South Thompson, and sockeye are reported to be in peak die off. Visual surveys have also been occurring Early Summerrun stocks in streams that are tributaries to the Lower Fraser since August 7. Sockeye are reported to be past peak
spawning in the Upper Pitt River and Nahatlatch River. A recent aerial survey by DFO of the Nadina channel recorded
an unadjusted live count of 26,515 sockeye. The Nadina River Channel operator reports elevated levels of pre-spawn
mortaltily on September 18 and increased parasite prevalence in the channel. Sockeye are at or near peak spawning. A
hydroacoustic site has been operational on the Stellako River since August 1 and 178,085 sockeye have been estimated
as of August 28. Most of these sockeye are estimated to be Nadina River bound. An aerial survey of the Nadina River
was conducted on September 16 and crews report that sockey in the river are at or near peak spawning. Sockeye have
arrived at Gates Creek and are reported to be at or past peak spawning. As of September 16, 1,874 sockeye have been
counted into Gates channel. The counter into Gates Channel has been closed and the creek diversion fence has been
removed. The most recent survey for Bowron was conducted September 14 and sockeye are reported to be at the tail
end of peak spawning. The final survey of Bowron was scheduled for September 20.
For the Summer run, sonar systems have been operational on the Chilko and Quesnel Rivers since August 3 and August
7, respectively, with the system at Chilko estimating 576,353 sockeye and that at Quesnel estimating 803,232 sockeye
as of September 18. Cyclic visual surveys started on August 30 in the Quesnel system and sockeye in the Horsefly River
are reported to be nearing the end of peak spawning. Sockeye salmon in streams in the remainder of the Quesnel
system are reported to be in peak spawning. On August 21, cyclic surveys started in the North Thompson and sockeye
are reported to be at or nearing peak spawning. In the Raft River, sockeye are reported to be past peak of spawn. Since
August 29, it is estimated that a total of 141,340 Stellako River sockeye have passed by the sonar site and they are in
the early stages of spawning. Cyclic visual surveys also started in the Late Stuart system and sockeye are in or near peak
spawning. The most recent survey at Bridge River reports that sockeye are at or near peak spawning.
For the Late run, the Birkenhead River hydroacoustic site has been operational since August 23 and a total of 12,163
sockeye have been estimated as of September 18 and sockeye are reported to be at or near peak spawning. There is
minimal pre-spawn mortality to date. Visual surveys have started on the Harrison Lillooet and sockeye in Big Silver
Creek and Green River are at or near peak spawning. A total of 1,812 Late-run sockeye migration into the Eagle River
have been estimated to date. The hydroacoustic site on the Shuswap River has been operational since September 12
and a total of 1,641 sockeye have been estimated as of September 18. The counting fence at Sweltzer Creek has been
operational since July 31 and 30 sockeye were counted through the fence as of September 19. Eleven sockeye have
been retained for broodstock. The water temperature in Sweltzer Creek is 20.0oC.
Regulatory Announcements & Resources
The following fisheries remained open this week.
CANADIAN FRASER RIVER PANEL AREA WATERS:
Area 29: Portions of Subareas 29-3, 4, 6 and 10 (seaward of the 45 meter depth contour): Open to Area B purse
seine ITQ from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. daily Wednesday, September 12, 2018 until further notice (Please refer to DFO
Fishery Notice for further details)
Area 18-1, 18-11 and Area 29-1 to 6: Open to Area H troll ITQ fishery from 12:01 a.m. Wednesday September
12, 2018 until further notice (Please refer to DFO Fishery Notice for further details)
UNITED STATES FRASER RIVER PANEL AREA WATERS:
Remains closed to fishing
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This concludes the last in-season meeting of the Panel for 2018. The Panel will be updated periodically on run
status and test fishing updates. Weekly reports and regulatory announcements can be obtained via
http://www.psc.org/publications/fraser-panel-in-season-information or by subscribing to our eNews
http://tinyurl.com/PSCeNews. Regulations and resources for fishing schedules, test fishing catch and DFO’s
Environmental Watch program can be found in Table 1.
Table 1. Regulations & Resources
Fishing Schedule Contacts/Resources
United States fishing schedules (Treaty Indian)

Phone Number/ Website Links
1-800-562-6142

United States fishing schedules (Non-Indian)

1-800-662-9825

Canadian commercial fishing regulations (from the lower B.C.
mainland)
Canadian commercial fishing regulations (from outside the
lower B.C. mainland)

604-666-2828

PSC Daily Test Fishing Catch (recorded message)

604-666-8200
http://www.psc.org/info_testfishing.htm.

DFO’s Environmental Watch program

http://www.pac.dfompo.gc.ca/science/habitat/frw-rfo/indexeng.html

1-866-431-3474

Note: For species other than sockeye salmon consult the appropriate regulatory agency regarding fisheries regulations in the Fraser River
Panel Management Area.

Contacts
United States: Kirt Hughes, Chair, Fraser River Panel
Canada: Jennifer Nener, Vice-chair, Fraser River Panel
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Catch Report

2018 Catch-to-date by fishery

Date: Sep. 21, 2018

Week of: Sep. 16 - Sep. 22, 2018

Canada
Commercial
B Purse Seine
D Gillnet
E Gillnet
F Troll
G Troll
H Troll
First Nations
Food, Social & Ceremonial (FSC)
Marine
Fraser R.
Economic Opportunity (EO) & Demonstration (Demo)
Marine
Fraser R.
Recreational
Marine
Fraser R. *
Charter (Albion gillnet test fishery)
United States
Commercial
Treaty Indian (TI)
All Citizen (AC)
Treaty Indian Ceremonial & Subsistence (C&S)
All Citizen Recreational
Alaska *
Panel-approved Test Fisheries
Panel Waters
Non-Panel Waters
Total

Sockeye
Total
Fraser
4,225,640 4,210,520
3,042,500 3,031,000
1,753,500 1,745,900
479,200 475,400
601,800 601,800
0
0
29,900
29,900
178,000 177,900
1,113,720 1,110,080
839,110 835,640
283,800 280,400
555,300 555,260
274,600 274,400
29,800
29,700
244,800 244,800
67,200
67,200
0
0
67,200
67,200
2,210
2,210
993,100 989,400
983,800 980,200
589,400 587,000
394,300 393,100
9,300
9,300
0
0
na
na
111,570 110,480
69,740
69,310
41,830
41,160
5,330,290 5,310,440

* Recent LFA Recreational catches may be projected based on a scalar applied to Mission Escapement.
** Alaska catch is processed post-season and so is unavailable in-season.
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