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The Englishman River Side Channel Construction Project was completed on August 31, 
2007.  The 3.5 km., 30,000 sq. metre channel provides an additional 5,000 sq. m of 
spawning habitat for coho, chum and pink salmon, steelhead and cutthroat trout in the 
Englishman River watershed.  It has increased the rearing area by approximately 70,000 
meters and will increase coho populations from a base production of 30,000 to 45,000 to 
75,000 smolts.  This project is the second phase of a two-phase project that was started in 
2006 and this now completes the work on the new side channel. 
 
Work began on the project on site on May 14, 2007 with Doug Poole Site Supervisor 
(Fisheries and Oceans Technician) and Ardith Turney construction labourer (CFDC) 
heading up the project.  All heavy equipment and operators for the project were leased 
from Parksville Heavy Equipment .  Heavy equipment used for the project included one 
200 and one 270 Hitachi excavators, 2 off highway dump trucks and one D6 Cat.  The 
work involved clearing and excavating 3.5 km of channel bed through an area of a 
previous natural channel bed.  Much of the material removed to create the new channel 
was used to dike the road from the intake to the hatchery on the original channel.  Over 
eighty trees that were downed for the hydro right of way were placed for logs and large 
woody debris in the new channel.  Three new crossings were installed and a Newberg 
weir was installed at the hatchery intake point.  A new concrete and metal screen and 
culvert was installed at the Chinook pond and the 16” bypass pipe was installed to allow 
future work on the settling pond.  The Chinook rearing pond was drained and many years 
of sediment were removed. 
 
Favorable wet weather conditions have allowed significant replanting of grasses and 
small trees too much of the impacted areas of the work.  Most of these areas are already 
back to the original condition.  This has been significant to prevent further erosion on the 
site during winter rains.  We have experimented with water flows in the new channel to 
determine the right combination of pipe diameter flows to meet flow requirements for the 
new channel.  Currently there are pink salmon congregating in the main stem waiting to 
move up the new channel. 
 
The Ministry of Transportation and Highways paid for the Access and road crossings out 
of their budget so we were able to cover an extra $10,000 in both materials and heavy 
equipment costs from the PSC budget instead of paying the original $21,000.00 for 
crossings out of the PSC budget.  Other than this small modification the project was 
completed on time and budget and is recognized by all partners as a great success. 
  



Please find attached the Englishman River Block 602 Spawning and Rearing Channel 
2007 Combined Expense Report. 
 
On behalf of Community Fisheries Development Centre I would like thank the Pacific 
Salmon Commission for their generous support on this exciting project and we look 
forward to working with you in the future on our next project.  
  
Submitted by, 
 
Bob Grant Coordinator CFDC 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
  


