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Steelhead 

This brief report was prepared in response to a recommendat.ion t,o 
the Northern Boundary Technical Committee issued by the Northern 
Panel following their meeting in Vancouver. February 17-18, 1986. 
The Panel requested: 

"Tbe joint technical commjttees to }:'rovide information 
on steelhead in the Northern/Transboundary areas, As a 
first step in the process both Canada and the U.S. will 
exchange information on commercial catches." 

The response of the Northern Boundary Technical Committee is in 
the form of; 

i) an oral presentation to the Northern Panel 
November 16-21, 1986 in Vancouver. 

ii) a summary report of the available data. 

The following report consists of tables presenting the commercial 
catch information for northern British Columbia while sport and 
commercial catch are presented for the southern Southeast Alaska 
fishing areas. 

The British Columbia catch information is compiled from annual 
saleslip publications for tbe years 1963 to 1984, while 198~) and 
1986 catch data is preliminary saleslip information. When 
interpreting this information caution whould be taken as it is 
believed that a large percent~ge of the 5teelh~ad catch is either 
mi s reported as anothe r spec ies or not recc)rc,=,~ on sal e !::.l ips at 
all, 
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Southeast Alaska Steel head 

Sport Harvest 

The sport harvest of Steel head trout In Southeast Alaska since 
1977 has fluctuated from a low of 1,088 In 1979 to a high of 
3,464 In 1984, with the majority of this harvest occurring on 
Prince of Wales Island and In the Ketchikan area (Table ). 
Limited Information provided through spot surveys and angler 
mall Interviews appears to Indicate that the general Increase 
In catch Is more likely a function of Increased effort than 
a dramatic Improvement In wi Id stocks or the effects of the 
limited enhancement projects that have been conducted In 
Southeast Alaska. 

Commercial Harvest 

The commercial harvest of Steel head trout In Southeast Alaska 
sin c e 1 977 has va c I I I ate d from a low 0 f 898 I n 1 98 1 to a h I g h 
of 9,509 In 1985. The majority of this catch occurred In 
Districts 101-105 (Table ), with the District 104 seine and 
the District 101-11 gl I Inet fisheries reporting the majority 
of these fish (Ta~le ). Due to the fact that a relatively 
low price Is paid for Steel head trout and Its popularity for 
homepack and smoking, commercial fishery catch statistics 
should be considered a minimum figure (John Valentine, personal 
com m u n I cat ion) . The Inc rea s e Inc om mer c I a I h a r v est a p pea r s to 
be a function of longer fishing periods during recent years 
which has resulted In a larger number of sales. Additional 
Information needs to be col.lectedlr:l-season to determ-Ine the 
cause of the Increased commercial catch in Southeast Alaska. 

Escapeme~t Monltorfng 

Escapement data for Steel head trout· In Southeast Alaska Is 
severely limited due to the diversity and large geographical 
distribution of this species natal streams. Only limited 
effort Is spent towards con~uctlng Individual escapement 
surveys due to this fact. Area wide stock status Is pri
marily monitored as a reflection of In-stream catch and 
its comparison with historical data on a limited number 
of index streams. 
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Table 2. Sport catch of Steelhead trout in Southeast Alaska, 1977 - 1985. 

Area 1977 1)7 8 1979 19130 1981 19132 1983 1984 1985 AVERAGE 

Ketchikan Area 708 .~ 96 290 748 480 773 634 791 907 647 
(District lOll 

Prince of Hales 357 \,60 373 1, 445 362 618 1, 115 1,698 1,108 860 
Island 

(District" ]02-105) 

Petersburg/Wrangell 412 23G 281 198 262 313 475 826 305 368 
(Districts 10G-I09) 

Juneau 67 45 <;3 85 11 62 209 33 III 80 
(Districts 110-112) 

Sitka 70 3G ]G ]5 65 8] 176 109 156 85 
(District 113) 

Glacier nay 
(Districts 114 & 116) 

Baines/Skagway 9 7 15] 19 
(District 115) 

---------------------------------.---~----------------------------------------------------------------------

Total 1, 614 1,473 1, 088 2,511 1,180 1,849 2,609 3,464 2,740 2,059 

Source. Aluska Department of Fish and Game Sportfish Division statewide harvest studies. 



Table 3. Commercial cateh of Steel head trout by ,gear type in Southeast Alaska. 1977 - 1985. 

----------------------------T----·~------------------------------------------------------------------
I 

1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 MEAN 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ketchikan Area (District 101) 

Seine 21 35 6 41 31 197 1,963 428 302.00 
Gi11net 170 550 2()6 272 130 754 1,828 1, 763 6,008 1,299.00 
Troll 3 1 1 1 5 1. 30 
Totill 199 585 215 314 130 786 2,026 3,726 6,441 1,603.00 

Pr ince of \~al es Island (Districts 102-105) 
Seine 243 316 198 700 270 325 2,778 2,082 1,4,60 930.00 
Gillnet 1 30 3.40 
Troll 4 5 1 2 2 14 9 23 20 9.30 
Totill 247 322 199 702 272 339 2,787 2,105 1, 510 943.00 

Petersburg/Wrangell (Districts 106-109) 
Seine 4 9 4 2 5 29 2 6.10 
Gillnet 89 263 323 99 196 314 350 505 1, 009 349.00 
Troll 1 4 1 1 1 1.00 
Total 94 276 327 102 196 315 355 535 1,011 357.00 

Juneau (Districts 110-112) 
Seine 1 1 10 12 24 28 14 10.00 
Gi11net 340 396 245 359 262 457 183 366 499 345.00 
Troll 2 1 1 1 0.63 
Total 342 397 246 360 272 469 208 395 513 356.10 

Sitka (Di!Jtr ict 113) 
Se 111'; 12 15 21 17 7.30 
Gi llnet 
Troll 3 3 3 15 11 3.90 
Total 1 1 15 3 18 36 28 11. 20 

Glacier Bay (Districts 114 r- 116) 
Seine 1 3 15 6 2.80 
Gil] 11(' l 
Troll 2 1 1 0.50 
Total 2 1 4 1 15 6 3.20 

rJaines/Skagw.)y (District 115) 
Seine 2 0.22 
Gillnet 64 20 15 32 9 48 22 159 42.00 
Troll 
Total 64 20 15 32 9 50 22 159 42.22 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Granel Totill 946 1,G08 1. 005 LSD 098 1,963 5,394 6,971 9,509 3,312.00 

-~-----.---.----------------------- .. -.-.---------------~------------------------------------------------

~ourcc. Alaska Department of Fish anJ Game COlnmercial Fisheries Division commercial catch statistics. 



TMLE £:\. Commercial catch of Steel head trout by gear type in Southeast Alaska, 1970 to 1985. 

District 101 DiGtict 102 District 103 
Year Seine Gil1net Troll Seine Gi11net Troll Seine Gillnet Troll 

1970-------20--------489--------3---------2-------------------1------22---------------------2 
1971 5 173 3 20 31 
1972 91 16 
1973 1 370 2 1 3 
1974 6 364 7 ,2 1 4 
1975 2 14') 9 9 
1976 6 147 2 16 1 5 3 
1977 21 17fl 23 1 3 
1970 35 550 6 1 
1979 6 206 3 6 1 2 
1')00 41 272 1 100 1 
1901 130 15 3 
1982 31 754 1 0 1 
1983 197 1,828 1 11 11 
1984 1,963 1,763 91 2 7 
1985 420 6,008 5 106 2 4 18 1 

;:;EJ\U------173--------842--------2--------~S----------3------0:--8"-------6---------0-:1-------0-:9 

---------------6I;~~I~~-104-------------------6r;~r~~-10S-----------------6ri~~r~~-106--------

Year Seine Gi11net Troll Seine Gi11net Troll Seine Gi1lnet Troll 

1970------309---------------- --13------------------------------------ -3--'- - -----462--- ----- --S 
1971 99 4 6 584 4 
1972 7 1 2 682 2 
1973 201 3 490 1 
1974 606 43 339 
1975 21 4 1 222 1 
1976 120 5 1 128 1 
1977 220 265 1 
1978 311 5 1 203 
1979 190 2 1 320 
1900 600 91 
1981 252 2 187 
1982 316 14 282 
1983 2,754 8 2 1 1 269· 
1984 1,984 23 7 501 
1985 1,334 28 13 2 2 1,005 

nEAN------S87----------i--------e-------O-:3-----------------O~3-------2--------36S_-------0~O 



Table 4. Continued 

---------------oist;ict:-l07--- --------------iJiSt:ict:-ioo----------------6IGtrIct:-10g--------
Year Seine Gillnet Troll Seine Gillnct Troll Seine Gillnet Troll 

1970------447-----------------. -i - --- -:------ ---------[16 -------------- --4"---------------------
1971 
1972 1 
1973 
1974 2 
197 5 1 
1976 6 
1977 2 
1978 8 
1979 3 
1900 
1981 
1982 
1983 4 
1904 6 
1985 

GO 
190 

68 
57 

5 
20 
24 
60 

3 
8 
9 

32 
81 

4 
4 

1 

5 
3 
1 

2 

16 
2 

1 

1 

---------------Di"St~ict-1iO------------------DIstIct-111----------------6ist;Yd't:-11Z--------

Year Seine Gillnet Troll Seine Gil1net Troll Seine Gil1net Troll 

1970 
1971 
1972 
1 'J7 3 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 

1 

1 

2 
5 
2 
2 
2 

3 

1 

1,055 
610 
573 
558 
469 

09 
504 
340 
396 
245 
359 
262 
457 
103 
366 
499 

19 
2 

1 

2 
2 

1 
1 

1 
8 
7 

22 1 
26 I 
12 
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Table 4. Continued 

---------------Di~tri~t-ii3------------------DIstlct-iI4-----------------6Istrict-iIs--------

Year Seine Gillnet Troll Seine Gillnet Troll Seine Gillnet Troll 

i~70--------:----------:-----

1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 1 
1980 
1981 12 
]902 
190:1 15 
1 ')04 21 
1905 17 

--------------i~-------------------------------------~§-----------

4 189 
1 92 

2 1 30 
6 30 
2 25 

36~ _ 
64 
28 

2 15 
1 32 

3 3 1 9 
) 1 2 48 
3 22 

15 15 159 
11 6 

~~~~--------~-------------------~---------j----------- ------6~5-----6:r---------jr------------

---------------~-------~-----------,----------------------------------------------------------


