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OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE
VESSEL CHARTER FOR STRAIT OF GEORGIA HYDROACOUSTIC SAMPLING:
AUGUST – SEPTEMBER 2018

The Pacific Salmon Commission (PSC) is an international organization formed by a
treaty between Canada and the United States. Among its subsidiary bodies, the Fraser
River Panel is charged with in-season management of Fraser sockeye and pink salmon
fisheries occurring in both countries.
As part of an experimental pilot project to support in-season fisheries management on
Fraser sockeye, the PSC will be chartering a vessel and skipper to operate a mobile
hydroacoustic sampling system for fish abundance within the southern Strait of Georgia.
A vessel and its skipper are required during the months of August and September 2018
to undertake daily trips throughout the southern Strait of Georgia leaving from Burrard
Inlet or the lower Fraser River, with trips occurring approximately 5 days per week over
5 consecutive weeks.
The charter rate will be approximately $1000/day, subject to negotiation depending
upon the size and suitability of the vessel and the qualifications of the skipper.
Application process
Interested parties should e-mail a CV including a description of the charter vessel and their
boating experience to lagasse(at)psc.org. Applications will be reviewed as they arrive but
must be received no later than April 30th, 2018. A charter vessel may be selected before that
date if a suitable vessel is found. Applicants will be selected based on the charter
requirements, terms, and conditions outlined below.

Charter requirements, terms, and conditions:
1. The skipper and vessel must be available throughout the months of August and
September 2018 for sampling operations. During this time there will be approximately
25 days of charter operation over 5 consecutive weeks. The vessel must be dedicated
exclusively to collection of hydroacoustic data during days of charter operation. The
start and end dates of charter operation will be determined based on the migration
timing of Fraser sockeye, but will likely be from mid-August to mid-September.
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2. On charter days, the vessel must be able to depart from the Metro Vancouver area
and travel throughout the southern Strait of Georgia region as far north as Howe Sound
and as far south as Galiano Island. The majority of sampling will occur near areas by
the mouth of the Fraser River such as Roberts Bank and Sturgeon Bank.
3. All operating expenses including, but not limited to fuel, food, vessel repairs and
maintenance, insurance, and moorage will be the responsibility of the vessel
owner/contractor.
4. The vessel must be of sufficient size and sea-worthiness for safe and stable
deployment of a hydroacoustics tow body with dimensions of approximately 1mx2m and
weighing 100 lbs towed behind the vessel. The vessel must possess a winch with
adequate load capacity or other suitable deployment platform near the stern of the
vessel.
5. The vessel must have a cabin for storing and operating the hydroacoustics
echosounder and laptop computer, including a reliable power supply. The
hydroacoustics echosounder requires approximately 100 Watts of electric power. In
addition, the vessel must accommodate at least one onboard PSC technician to operate
and monitor the hydroacoustics equipment.
6. The PSC will supply, operate, and maintain all scientific hydroacoustics equipment.
7. All data and information collected will be the property of the PSC.

For inquiries or further info contact Cory Lagasse at lagasse(at)psc.org or (604) 6848081 ext. 645
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