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Canadian and United States catches this week reflected the changes in salmon species composition that normally occur at this time of
year in southern British Columbia and Puget Sound waters. Catches of Fraser River sockeye salmon declined in the marine area
fisheries while catches of Fraser pink salmon increased substantially. Commission staff anticipate that sockeye abundance will
continue to decline next week as both Summer and Late run sockeye stocks taper off. Pink salmon abundance is expected to peak in
marine area fisheries in the next two weeks. Staff plan to provide a pink salmon run size update on Friday, September 5.
Staff reported to the national section managers today that the Summer run sockeye stocks (Quesnel, Chilko, Late Stuart and Stellako)
are now expected to produce 12.5 million fish. While the run has been very protracted, a total catch and escapement of 11.1 million
fish has been accounted, to date. Late run sockeye stocks (primarily Birkenhead and Weaver sockeye) are projected to be slightly
lower in abundance than forecast. Approximately 1.0 million Late run sockeye are now expected to return. To date, 610,000 Late run
sockeye have been accounted in catch and escapement. These stocks have migrated onshore along with the Summer run stocks. These
run size changes now place the total 1997 Fraser River sockeye salmon return abundance at 15.6 million fish, compared to the pre
season forecast of 18.2 million.
Total Fraser River sockeye commercial and other catches, excluding the Fraser River First Nations catches, amount to 8.5 million fish
while 5.4 million have been estimated in gross escapement. Catches this week in Canada totalled 1,148,000 Fraser River sockeye and
635,000 Fraser River pink salmon. United States fisheries harvested 86,000 sockeye and 121,000 pinks. Cumulative catches of Fraser
River sockeye and pink salmon for the season are as follows: Canada  7,250,000 sockeye and 1,787,000 Fraser River pink salmon;
United States  961,000 sockeye and 164,000 pink salmon.
The absence of an agreed management plan between the Parties on allocation of the total allowable catch of Fraser River sockeye and
pink salmon continues. This lack of agreement prevents the Fraser River Panel from acting in its normal role as the regulatory
authority for sockeye fisheries in Panel Area waters. Regulation of the fisheries is being conducted by the respective United States and
Canadian domestic management agencies.

Please note that Pacific Salmon Commission daily test fishing data and Pacific Salmon Commission news releases can be located at
our internet site: www.psc.org.

