NO. 8 NEWS RELEASE August 25, 1998
www.psc.org
Pacific Salmon Commission staff today reported to the bilateral Fraser River Panel that recent test fishing results
and racial analyses of catches over the past few days have confirmed that the 1998 Laterun sockeye return is
much smaller than the preseason forecast. Confirmation of this low return was obtained when test fishing
catches in Juan de Fuca Strait and Johnstone Strait fell dramatically at the end of last week and the weekend. In
response to these results, today the Panel did not revise the estimated total return of Laterun sockeye of
3,000,000 fish.
PSC staff reported that the migration of Laterun sockeye into the Strait of Georgia has reached approximately
1,700,000 fish. Reduced flow of fish into the Strait of Georgia from the migratory routes is expected to bring the
total to approximately 2,400,000 fish. Total catches of Laterun sockeye in all commercial and Aboriginal
fisheries stands at 591,000 fish. The estimate of 2.4 million total Laterun sockeye remaining is insufficient to
allow additional harvest as all are required for escapement.
While current estimates show that some Summerrun sockeye are available in the calculated Total Allowable
Catch (TAC), the presence of Laterun sockeye in the Fraser River since late last week has created an untenable
situation for further harvest. Adams River and Lower Shuswap River sockeye have been identified in catches
upriver to Yale, B.C. Any future fishery in the Fraser River below Lytton, B.C. (the mouth of the Thompson
River) is expected to harvest Laterun sockeye along with fish of the Summerrun stocks.
Canadian commercial fishery catches of all Fraser River sockeye stocks now total 1,293,000 sockeye while
Canadian First Nations catch estimates stand at 200,000 in marine areas and 336,000 in the Fraser River.
Washington State landings amount to 579,000 sockeye and approximately 115,000 Fraser River sockeye have
been taken in Alaskan fisheries. Escapement of sockeye past the Pacific Salmon Commission’s hydroacoustic
site at Mission, B.C. now totals 4,327,000 sockeye, comprising 168,000 Early Stuart, 599,000 Early Summer
stocks, 3,242,000 Summerrun sockeye and 462,000 Laterun sockeye.
Run size estimates presented today are as follows: Early Stuart  175,000, Early Summer – 800,000; Summer
run – 6,000,000; Laterun – 3,000,000. At these returns, the total Fraser River sockeye abundance in 1998 would
be 9,975,000 fish compared to the preseason forecast of 11,218,000 fish.
The Panel announced that all Panel Area waters would remain closed at this time.
The next meeting of the Panel will be at 11:00 a.m. Friday, August 28, by telephone conference.

