NO. 9 NEWS RELEASE August 20, 1999

The Fraser River Panel met today to receive reports from PSC staff on the assessment of Summer and Laterun
sockeye salmon abundance and initial indicators of pink salmon abundance. The escapement of sockeye salmon
past the Mission echo sounding site remained low over the past week. Purse seine test fishing in Juan de Fuca
and Johnstone Straits showed a continued flow of sockeye toward the Fraser, but numbers were not large. Pink
salmon numbers now exceed sockeye in Juan de Fuca Strait purse seine catches.
The total Summerrun sockeye (Chilko, Quesnel, Stellako and Late Stuart) abundance is now projected to reach
1,300,000 fish, down from the earlier projection of 1,400,000. The catch of these stocks in all areas other than
Fraser River First Nations fisheries totals 124,000 fish and the gross escapement stands at 894,000 fish.
PSC staff reported that Laterun Adams River and Weaver Creek sockeye have begun migrating into the Fraser
River. These stocks traditionally hold off in the Strait of Georgia for three to six weeks before entering the
Fraser. However, the early entry of Laterun stocks into the Fraser River has been observed for the past three
years. The abundance of Laterun sockeye stocks (including Birkenhead) has been set at 1,100,000 fish,
unchanged from the earlier provisional estimate. The gross escapement of this group now stands at 276,000 fish.
Troll test fishing in the Strait of Georgia this week indicated that relatively small numbers were present,
confirming the observation that most Laterun sockeye are migrating upstream without significant delay outside
the Fraser River.
The total return of Fraser River sockeye salmon for 1999 is now projected at approximately 3,020,000 fish
compared to the preseason forecast of 8,248,000 sockeye salmon. This total includes an estimate of 470,000
Early Summer sockeye, an increase of 70,000 from the previous update.
The arrival timing of sockeye salmon continues to be close to the longterm average as forecast by Fisheries and
Oceans Canada. Laterun sockeye appear to have had peak arrival timing of August 12 (Area 20), two days
earlier than the average for the cycle. The Johnstone Strait diversion of sockeye has increased sharply over the
past two weeks. Approximately, 75% of the migration of Fraser sockeye has arrived via the northern (Johnstone
Strait) approach this week.
Pink salmon catches have increased this week in purse seine test fishing in both Juan de Fuca and Johnstone
Strait; Fisheries and Oceans Canada forecast that the 1999 Fraser River pink salmon run size will reach
8,148,000 fish, with a peak in Area 20 on approximately August 28. An inseason estimate of pink salmon
abundance will be available within the next two weeks.
The accumulation of sockeye salmon in the Fraser Canyon between Yale and Hells Gate cleared Hells Gate early
this week and current daily passages of fish is commensurate with the estimates of escapement at Mission. River
water levels have dropped, and due to the cooler weather this week, water temperatures are 17o C, thus current
temperatures and discharge should not present a problem to the migrating sockeye.
The Panel announced that all Panel Area commercial fisheries remain closed. The Panel will meet again
Tuesday, August 24, to review the progress of Laterun sockeye and pink salmon returning through Juan de Fuca
and Johnstone Straits.

