NO. 8 NEWS RELEASE August 13, 1999

All Fraser River Panel Area commercial fisheries remained closed this past week as PSC staff continued to
assess the abundance of Summerrun sockeye salmon and to develop an initial inseason estimate of Laterun
sockeye numbers. Mission hydroacoustic estimates of daily escapement were lower than projected based on test
fishing catches in Juan de Fuca Strait (Area 20) and Johnstone Strait (Areas 12 and 13) assessment programs. A
total of 242,000 Summerrun sockeye migrated past Mission in the period of August 612, bringing the total
gross escapement of Summerrun stocks to 715,000 fish. The current inseason estimate of Summerrun stock
abundance based on estimates of catch and escapement along with projections from marine test fishing catches
remains at 1,400,000 fish compared to the preseason forecast of 5,328,000 fish.
The abundance of Laterun sockeye stocks (including Adams, Birkenhead and Weaver stock groups) was set at a
provisional level of 1,100,000 fish on August 6. Increased abundance of sockeye in Johnstone Strait late this
week may provide the data needed to make an inseason assessment based on test fishing catches. Birkenhead
sockeye salmon have begun entering the Fraser River and the gross escapement of this group now stands at
22,000 fish. Troll test fishing in the Strait of Georgia began this week to assess the numbers of Laterun sockeye
accumulating there. Catches were low, but it is expected there will be a buildup of these stocks over the next
three weeks.
The total return of Fraser River sockeye salmon for 1999 is now projected at approximately 3,050,000 fish
compared to the preseason forecast of 8,248,000 sockeye salmon.
The arrival timing of sockeye salmon continues to be close to the longterm average as forecast by Fisheries and
Oceans Canada. Summerrun stocks appear to have peaked on August 34 (Area 20 timing). Laterun sockeye
are expected to have peak arrival timing near their average date for the cycle of August 14 (Area 20). The
Johnstone Strait diversion of sockeye has been difficult to estimate; however, over 50% of Fraser sockeye have
arrived via the northern (Johnstone Strait) approach route this week.
Observations of sockeye salmon passage at Hells Gate this week indicated that sockeye were successfully
migrating in expected numbers. River water levels remain high for this time of year with a discharge of
approximately 6,000 cubic meters per second (cms) at Hope compared to the longterm average of about 4,000
cms.
Fisheries and Oceans Canada staff today reported that increasing numbers of Early Stuart sockeye salmon are
now arriving in good condition at their natal streams in the Stuart River watershed. These fish were impeded in
their migration by the high water in the Fraser Canyon and were first observed passing Hells Gate on July 20.
The timing of first arrivals at the spawning grounds was 11 days later than previously observed. A more
optimistic outlook for the spawning of this stock has emerged with the reports in recent days although no
estimates are currently available.
The Panel announced that all Panel Area commercial fisheries will remain closed. The Panel will meet again
Tuesday, August 17, to review the progress of the Summerrun sockeye salmon escapement and the arrival of
Laterun sockeye in Juan de Fuca and Johnstone Straits.

