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Pacific Salmon Commission staff reported on Friday, August 31, to the Fraser River Panel on the status of Fraser
River sockeye and pink salmon. The total number of sockeye returning in 2001 is now estimated at 6,440,000
fish. The main Summerrun stocks are expected to reach 5,300,000 fish while Laterun sockeye stocks should
contribute 600,000 fish. In addition, approximately 7,000,000 Fraser River pink salmon appear to be returning in
2001, slightly more than the 50% probability level forecast (5,468,000) provided to the Panel by Fisheries and
Oceans Canada.
Current accounting of sockeye shows the 5,975,000 fish have been caught or have escaped upriver through
August 30. Catches in all fisheries totaled 1,467,000 sockeye distributed as follows: United States commercial
and Treaty Indian ceremonial  252,000; Canadian commercial and selective fisheries – 289,000; Canadian First
Nations fisheries in marine areas  176,000; Fraser River First
Nations  554,000; Canadian recreational fisheries – 77,000; and Panelapproved test fishing – 120,000.
Escapements past Mission, B.C., less First Nations fishery and recreational fisheries catches above Mission,
total 4,507,000 sockeye, some of which will be harvested in upstream fisheries.
Recent closure of sockeye salmon fisheries in marine and lower Fraser River areas has been necessitated by
conservation concern for Laterun sockeye. While the Commission agreed that the catch of these stocks would
not exceed 17% of the runs, the Panel has determined that the protection of the later migrating fish is essential.
These stocks (Weaver, Harrison, Portage, Adams, Lower Shuswap, Cultus and other minor stocks) are migrating
into the Fraser River about five weeks earlier than average and are expected to suffer high prespawning
mortality. In the return of 600,000 Laterun sockeye, the stocks of concern have contributed approximately
440,000 fish. Catches total 51,000 fish and the upstream migration stands at 336,000. When a segment of these
stocks was detected delaying in the Strait of Georgia prior to August 23, there was a degree of optimism that
sufficient fish would avoid the prespawning mortality syndrome to meet minimum escapement targets.
However, a strong upstream migration of these stocks occurred from August 2427, apparently a combination of
newly arriving and fish that had delayed for a short period of time. The upstream migration of these latter fish
has significantly diminished the prospect that adequate numbers of Laterun sockeye will survive to spawn in
OctoberNovember.
The unusual upstream behavior of Laterun sockeye first became obvious in 1996 and has continued each year
since. These stocks have suffered high en route and prespawning mortality associated with early river entry.
The continued viability and productivity of these stocks has become a major concern for the Parties and the
Commission. Please see News Release #10 for background on the Laterun sockeye behavior issue.
The Panel set the runsize estimate of pink salmon at 7,000,000 fish for inseason management purposes. Purse
seine test fishing catches in Johnstone Strait (Area 12) and Juan de Fuca Strait (Area 20) have been equal to or
better than recent past years. While PSC staff is concerned that reliance on test fishing data for runsize
assessment is not the preferred choice, they have provided a runsize estimate for management purposes based
on a conservative evaluation of the data.
In order to harvest Fraser River pink salmon, the Panel announced that United States purse seines and reef nets
will open as below. There will be nonretention of sockeye, for the conservation of Laterun stocks, and non
retention of other species, as well.
UNITED STATES FRASER RIVER PANEL AREA WATERS:
Treaty Indian Fishery:
Areas 7 and 7A: Purse seines open 5:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 4. The
Iwersen’s Dock Line will be in effect and there will be nonretention of sockeye, coho
and chum salmon.

NonIndian Fishery:
Areas 7 and 7A: Purse seines open 5:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Wednesday, September 5.
Reef nets open 5:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. daily from Saturday, September 1, through
Wednesday, September 5. The Iwersen’s Dock Line will be in effect. There will be non
retention of sockeye, unmarked coho, chinook and chum salmon in the reef net opening
and nonretention of sockeye, coho, chinook and chum salmon in the purse seine
fishery.
The Panel will meet again on Wednesday, September 5, 2001.

